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losophy: Its Relation to Life and Education; II. The Idealism of Spinoza; III. 
Recent Discussion in Materialism ; IV. Professor Watson on Reality and Time ; 
V. The Cosmic and the Moral ; VI. Psychology Past and Present : VII. The Pos- 
tulates of Physiological Psychology; VIII. The Origin of Volition in Childhood ; 
IX. Imitation : A Chapter in the Natural History of Consciousness ; X. The Origin 
of Emotional Expression ; XI. The Perception of External Reality ; XII. Feeling, 
Belief, and Judgment ; XIII. Memory for Square Size ; XIV. The Effect of Size- 
Contrast Upon Judgments of Position in the Retinal Field ; XV. An Optical Illu- 
sion ; XVI. New Questions in Mental Chronometry ; XVII. Types of Reaction ; 
XVIII. The "Type-Theory" of Reaction; XIX. The Psychology of Religion; XX. 
Shorter Philosophical Papers; XXI. Shorter Literary Papers. 

The essays cover a period of fifteen years, and were unfortunately omitted 
from the author's more deliberate publications. Dr. Baldwin has seen in them a 
philosophical unity which has demanded utterance. He says: "The group of 
philosophical essays are introductory to a developed view of the world. The criti- 
cal and historical papers naturally stand more squarely on their own feet ; yet they 
too walk in a direction, and carry their own signboards. The strictly experimental 
studies, on the other hand, give results which in so far justify their own presence 
here either as contributing something to their respective topics, or as announcing 
ideas which have proved in some small way fruitful in the later literature." He 
then grapples with the subject of signboards, fondles it, and summarises his philos- 
ophy as follows: "Now another signboard, — a personal signboard! My best 
thought of nature, my type of philosophy, is an Idealism which finds that the uni- 
verse of science is, when all is said, a cosmos which is not only true but also beauti- 
ful, and in some sense good. Science tells us what is true ; that is science's pre- 
rogative : and whatever may be science's final word about Nature, that word is in 
so far the truth of the matter. Philosophy then enters her questions : how can 
such truth be also good, beautiful, livable — or none of these ? While others say 
other things, and many others many other things, I say — using the liberty of this 
preface — it is true and good because it is beautiful. Nothing, I think, can be true 
without being beautiful, and nothing can be, in any high sense, good without being 
beautiful. In the words of my colleague and friend Professor A. T. Ormond 
(Foundations of Knowledge, p. 228) ' the aesthetic principle is at the same time a 
demand and an intuition. .. .an ideal requirement and an intuition under which 
our world completes itself.... It represents the point in our conceptions where 
worth and truth coalesce and become one.' 

' ' The ascription of beauty, a reasoned, criticised, thought-out ascription of 
aesthetic quality, is the final form of our thought about nature, man, the world, the 
All. Let this be our sign-board, — vague-seeming as it is ! " ft. 

PSYCHOPATHOLOGICAL RESEARCHES : STUDIES IN MENTAL DISSOCIATION. With 

Text Figures and Ten Plates. By Boris Sidis, M. A., Ph. D. Director 
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of the Psychopathological Laboratory. Published under the auspices of the 
trustees of the Psychopathic Hospital. Department of the New York In- 
firmary for Women and Children. New York : G. E. Stechert. 1902. 
Pages, xxii, 329. 
The present work consists of a series of investigations undertaken with the 
object of studying the problems presented by the phenomena of functional psy- 
chosis. The author has selected six typical cases. The first study is concerned 
with the phenomena observed in dissociative states of functional psychosis, where 
attempts are made to bring about a synthesis of subconscious dissociate systems : 
and methods are here worked out to obtain subconscious reactions to stimulations. 
The results, the author declares, clearly reveal the nature of the phenomena in 
question. "Psychologically, functional psychosis is coextensive with the whole 
domain of the subconscious. Physiologically, functional psychosis is correlated 
not with organic neuron degeneration, but with functional disaggregation of whole 
systems of neuron-aggregates. In functional psychosis, the function apparently 
lost and destroyed is found to be present in the subconscious, — the loss of function 
is purely dissociative. The activity is preserved and the system is really unaffected, 
— it is only dissociated from other functioning systems." The second study deals 
with alcoholic amnesia and the bringing out of subconscious memories. The re- 
sult of this investigation is that amnesia in general and alcoholic amnesia in par- 
ticular does not necessarily imply a state of unconsciousness. The third study 
" traces the growth and development of a persistent dissociated subconscious sys- 
tem and the disturbances brought about by its periodic eruptions into the upper 
strata of mental life. " The fourth study discusses phenomena of mental dissocia- 
tion in depressive delusional states. The fifth is on mental dissociation in a case 
presenting limited psychomotor disturbances. The last study, on dissociated states 
of psychomotor epilepsy, "deals with the growth and development of a whole sys- 
tem presenting psychomotor disturbances apparently of an epileptic character." 

The researches of Dr. Sidis are of great importance to the psychopathologist 
and psychiatrist, and not without a very extensive bearing on psychological prob- 
lems proper. They also afford an excellent insight into the nature and methods 
employed in psychopathological investigations. 

The index and the various plates are good, as is also the letter press. ji. 

The Elements of Mind ; Being an Examination Into the Nature of the First Di- 
vision of the Elementary Substances of Life. By H. Jctmyn Brooks. New 
York and Bombay: Longmans, Green & Co. 1902. Pages, xviii, 312. 
Mr. Brooks has the firm conviction that he is able ' ' to take the student of na- 
ture, whatever science he may be interested in, into fresh fields of experimental 
research, wherein, by a fortuitous train of thought," he believes he has "discovered 
the elements of mind, which, when compounded with those of Force and Matter, 
constitute the mysterious substance we call life." He was encouraged by Professor 



